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THEE BRITISE UWIOYW CONFEHEWCE COWNSTITUTICE

7/9/48.

The commitfee appointed January 21 1948 to revise the Jorstitution of the
Union, South and North England Conferences, and the Missicrs, submlts the fellowing
report ir respect to the proposed Constltution for the Britiah Tnisn Conference.

Members of Committee:~ E.B. Rudge, &.D. King, 4. Carsy, W.W. Armstrong,
C.i, Dorland, W.L. Emmerson, W.R.A. Madewick, J.M. Esward,

ARTICIE 1, ~ Hanme

Thieg organirzation shall be known as the British Union Conference cf Seventh-day
Adventists and is hereinafter referred Lo as "this Unlon Confererce'. This Unicen
Conference functiones as a detached union conference of the Generzl Ceonference of
Seventn-day Adventists and acknewledges in all church watters the authority and
leadership of guch General Conference.

ARTICIE 2. - Territory

The %erritory of this Union Conference shall comprice England, ¥Wales, Scotland,
Horthsrn Ireland, HEire, and all adjacent Britigh islands.

ARTICIE 3. - Object

The otject of thiz Union Conference is to proclain tke everlasting Gospel of
our lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and teo inculcate the Commaniments of God as the
supreme rule of l1ife.

ARTICI® 4. =~ Composition of Union Conference

This Union Conference shall be composed of such local cenferences =ad missiong
within its territory as have been, or shall be, preperly orgenized and recelved intoe
this Union Conferencs by vote of a session of this Unicn (onferemce or by vote of the
Executive Committee at an anmial meeting, carried in each ces2 by a two~thirds majority
of thoge present and voting,

ARTICLE /. - Seasions

Sactlon 1. Thig Union Conference shall held a regular session at an interval
of four years at suchk time and place as the Execubive Commlttec chall dedermine, and
a notice of such session shall be published at least four weels befors the zappeinted
time in the Union Conference parer.

Sectlon 2. In the event of special conditions arisling whiexr would make it
advisable to postpone tha calling of a regular session, the Ixzecutive Commitieemay
rostpone such session for & pericd not exceeding two years, provided thet a regular
geggion shall not be postponed without the consent of at lenst Swo-thirds of the
members of tne Executive Committee expresced by personal vote o7 by signature ¢ =
resclution in writing submitted toc %the members of the Ixecuiive Cormittee. Separate

copies of the resclution may be signed for this purpose.




Sectlon 3. The Fxecutive Committee may call 2 special sesasion of this Union
Conference ai suck time and place as it deems proper, Ty a like rotice as for regular
gesslons, and the transactiocns of guch special sesslong ghall have the game force og
thoge of the regular sessicns.

Such a gpecial session may elect any guch officers 57 other persons or commiittees
and transact any such business and do any such cther act ag mdsr thig Conebitution a
regular gegslon or the Ixecutive Committee between sessions xay elect, transact, or do.

Section 4. For the purpose of nominating the standing committese of a Union
gesslon, the delsgates present from any lecal coanfersnce or milgslon ghall choose one
reprosentative for their organization end a further represertative for every five
hundred of their membership, with one nors for any surplus. Ths vwisle bedy of rep-
resentatives go chogsen ghall meet under the chairmanship of the nrincipel representa~
tive of the General Conference present at the sessien, or ciher caalrman elected by
the delegates present, and shall promptly submit to the session thelr cholce of namsas
for the various standing commiitees,

ARTICIE 6. — Delegstes to Session

The delegates to = session of this Unicn Conference shall be:
a. A1l members of ithe Execuiive Committee of this Union Confovence.

b, All ordained ministers holding credentlals from this Unisn Conference or
duly organized local conferences within its territaory.

c. All members of the Execubive Committee of the (eneral Confersnce of
Seventh~day Adventigts who may e prosent.

d. All ministers holding credentinls from the gzid Genersl Conference whe
may be presernt.

e. 411 misgionaries employed by the General Conference oo may be present.

f. Such persone zg are duly appointed by the Fxecutbive Committes of each
local conference and miesion. IFach local conference snd mission shall
pe entitled to aproint one delegate by reasen ¢f lis organizavicn an
one delegate for each fifty church menbers or fractlorn thersof it such
local conference or miseslon.
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g, Suech other persons =2s may be present who shall be recolved so
by vote of the asegsion.
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AATICIE 7, - Voting

Cn all gquestions only delegates may votbe and sach delezate te bhe session
g¢hall heve one vote. The chairman of %the ssssicn shall have & personal vote and
in case of equality of votes shall also heve a casting vote.

ARTICIZE B. ~ Powers of Seesien

This Union Conference in session ghall have power o deteraine all matters
and things Tor the order and good administratlon of this Taien Jonference and itle
regulation of ite affeirs including the management and diuncsal of or dealing with
81l real and personal property end revenues held or propoond Yo be acquired for or
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on benalf or for the use benefit cor purposes of this Union Conference, subject how-
gver to any specific ¥rustes relating therveto and for such parpeses to mive to the
Britigh Advent Micclons Zimited or to any company corporation or persen in whom any
such real and perscnal property and revenues shall be vested guch directions with
reference therete and g8 fo the managemant and dlspogal thereof =z thiz Unicn
Conference shall deem expedient in harmony with Artiele 15. This Union Cenference
in sesgion may maks rules to govern itg own procedure.
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ARTiCLE 5. - COredentinlg and Licences

. Secition 1. Thls Tnicn fonfersnces in regular session shall determine whoe are
the approved ministers within the Jurisdiction thereof, grant suitable credentials
to guch minigters and grant licerces to those whom it shall consider suitable 4o
labour in the cause of this Unicn Cenference, &nd recommend for ordination such men
ag chail have given proof of their call teo the ministry., Ietweern scgoinng the
Bxecutive Commitise is authorized te perform such duties.

Section 2. Any credentials, licences, or certificates granted cr issued by
thig Urion Conference in session or by the Executive Commi utee ghall remain in force
and be velld until the rext regular gession urless previcusly term*nuted by this
Union Conference in epecizl sesslon or by the Txecutive Committes.

ABTICIE 10, - Flectiong

Section 1. a. This Tnion Conference in regulsr sesoion ghall elect?

Txecutive Qificers
) Devartmental secrectaries
i) Chief Tditors of our church publications
}  Secrataries of organized services, bureeus
and cormigsiong
() Officers of migssions
(- « % W - o ! Al 4 RV R . »
7l Maragers of the followlng institubions:?

Trhe Stanborough Fress Lid

Grancse Foods Lid.

The Stanborough Park Saritarium

Tewbold ¥igslonary College

Stanborouzhs Sscondary & Preparvatory Scheol
(v11) Elective membvers of the Fxecutive Committes

of this Union Jerference

(viii) Anditors

b. Ferscns elected under this oection skall hold thelr respective
officeg or sppointments until the nex’ regulsr sgessicn of
this Unien udnference-unLess their cifices or aypointmenta
are previensly terminated by this Union Conference in special
seanlen or by the Txecutive Committae.

Section 2. a. This Unicn Cenference In repular session and the arrmal
mecting of the Bxecutive Committee between gesgions shall
elect the merbers of the following committoes and boardg!

(1) Comnittees of organized mlzsions

(i1}  Beards of menagement of all inetitutions of
this Unior Conference

(iii) Taculties of Colleges and secondary schools.

- 3% -




b. The members of such cormittess and beards shall hkold {heir
aprointments uniil the next annual mesting of the Executive

Committes or 3ke rext regular session of thizs Union Conference
‘ckuvcr fl ot Aappﬂns vrlegs their anTO¢qt”9ﬂt“ arg previously
this Union Confererce in gspocial session or by
y EXa Cer m‘ﬁ%ee.

Section 3. This Tnilor Confersnce in session and the Txecutive Commitice bhe—
tween sesclons zay establish such other cffices, peositions, and commitices as may te
determined, prescribs the dutics and fuBCulcﬂF uaereof and elect perscng thereto and
vary or terminate any such office, positiorn, or cemmittes and mey remove any member
of any such committes cr any commlttoe or board or faculiy mentiored in Section 2.

Jection A. Thig Unicn Sonforence in gession and the Fxecutive Committes be-
ween scsslons may elect nominetsc or zsrroint trastess of &~ real or persona’ proverty
or reverues mentloned in Article 4.

ATICLE 17, - Officers

Section 1. The Fxscailve
a vicewpresident, & secretary, and
ag thlg Tnion Conferences in azeag

fPicers of this Tmign Conference shall be o president,
2 treasarer. There shall be guch obther officers
tior or She Fxecubive Committee mway deternmine.
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Section 2, All ¢fficers of tuils Unlon Clonference shall lold office until the
next regular session of tnis Tnlen Confersnce or untll thelr successors are elected
unless thelr eopoinimerts are previcusly iterminated by thie Unlon Conference in
special sesslon or by %the dzmecuiive Cc‘ﬂLJboe.

Section 3. Tha president ghall gupervise the general work of thig Tnien Con~
Terénce; opsn and preside a1l gesslors of this Unign Cerfersncs and zlso at all
meetings of trne Hxecubtive Ccrmittee, Tud should ke zmo degire the vice~president or
a representative of trne CGercral Conference cr ary member of She Executbtive Commitiee bo

agzist him in presiding 2% the sogsions of thig Unlen Confererce or mectings of the
Executive Cormmittee, ho rower 4o call khim to the chalr.
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Section 4., Trhe vice-presl nall aseist ths president in the general super-
vision of fthe work within this Tn or.ference, elther at the presidentfs request or
by instruciione of the Ixecutive . YWhenever ciroumatances aricc winich prevent
the president from fulfilling hig the vice~president shall diecharge the mame.

Ssctiorn B, The acerelary shall keep a record of 211 proceedings of the segslons

of this Union Conference and of the meetines of the Zxecutivs Commitiee and verform
such othrer duties asg usua’ly periair 43 his office.

Section 6. The Yrcasurer shall receive all monies belonging %o this Union
Conference, keep an account of some, ond disburse them as the EZxecutive fommitiee
shall direct, end neke fuil repert thereo? st atll sesslons of thig Union Conference
and at sucn other times as be reuulred by tae Executive Committes and perform

-
guch other dnties as usuzlly tvertain %o hiaz office.
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shall work under the diract
1 cecupy arn advilgory relat

n of

Seetion 7. The dspartmenial secerstari wio
tlonship

the Executive Commitice or the presidert and ch
to the Tield.

th
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Mhis Tnien Confererce in segelen and the Executive Committee between sessicns
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2 eball arooint such sgents, ministers, mis
rersons as may ose necessary to carry on o
Conference’ and

ionarieb, and other
g work of this Unicn

b, may terminaie or vary any such arppointment.

ARTICIE 1%, - Executive Cormities

The Executive Comnittes shall censist of she Executive officers ¢of this Tnion
Conference, the presidents of local conferences, the superintendents of organized
migsion fields within this Union Conferencs, the cecretaries of Lke organized dsvart-
ments of thig Unlorn Conference, the secretary of British Advent Missions Timited,
the manager of the Sianberoussa Press Limited, the mansger of Gransse Foods ;umluea,
the nmedical superintendent of tho Stanbersugh Park Sanitarium (Gocd Heaith Association
Timited), the principal of Tewbold Missionery College, the chief sditor of church
puklications, three lay representatives, and such other persons ret less than two
ner meore than seven as thiz Uznicn Conference in gesgien ray determine,

ARTICIE 14, - duthority of Ixecutive Committee

Section 1. Zetween sseasions the Executive Comritise sghall
of thig Uanion Conference and may oxercise such of the powers of &
in gegsion ae under this Censtitution ars not exclusgively exerclea
Conference in seassion, vut subject tc thiz Conetitution and any 4
policy or otherwige and any regulations given or rade oy this Tni
seagion.

mernagze the affairs
hig Union Conference
hle ny thls Unicen
irecticons ag to

on Conference in

Section 2, In mparticular and without prejudice to the genersl powers confsrred
bty section 1, the Executive Coomitice may beitween sessicns exercise the povwers of
thig Unicn Conference in sassion under Article € witk regard te the resl and personal
property and revemueg therein referred to.

Section 3. [Uhs Zxecutive Comnitiee may hetween gsegions remove from oifice
eny officer of this Unicn Conference or from the Fxecutive Committes any member
thereod, provided that such actien hag the conzent of at least two-thirds of the
nenbers of the Ixecutive Commiftee by perscnal vote or by slgnature to a resolutilen
in wriving submitted toc all the members of the Exsculive Committes. Sevarate corplsg
0f such respluticns may be signed for ihis parposs.

ARTICIE 1K, « lieetings and Y¥otiees

Section 1. leebtings of the Txecutive Committes may be called at any time by
the president or in his absernce by the secretary.

Section 2. Any nine members of the Zxecutive Committee including the chairman
shall, after due notice %u availaeble members, constitute a2 quorum and ghall be
empowered to transact any necessary businesa.

L
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Section 3. Mirority mestings of less than nine members cf the EZxecutive
Committee may he held for the vrancacticn of necessary urgeni taginess, vut actlons
et such mestings shall nct pe finel until the mizutes of such meetings have bLeen
spproved in regular session of the Ixecutive Committee.

ARTICIE 36, — Armmal Meeting

Section 1, The Ixceutive Committes shall nold an sranal meeting with as full

)




a representation ¢of ilte members ze peositle
Section 2, The Executive Commiittese at iig anpual meeting

a. shall elact members to the committezs ard boards menticned in Sscticn 2
af Article 103

s

wWad scheduls and authorize

be ghall examine and if necegecary =djust th Zes
a rates in harmeony with the

the arrual btudgets and sghall
cnedule;

c. shall have pcwe“ tﬂ maks suoh.adjastments in the bourdarieg of the local

corferences and mizsioneg und tke jurisdicition of this Union Conference
s it rmay deem fo e neceaear} and advisable, and %c create and organize
new cenferences end misgions and te recelve such infe membarship

d., may trangact any ctror business.

ARTIOIN 17, - Pinance — Funds

Secticn 2. The furds of thig Urion Conference shall ne as follows:!

= A tithe of the tithe receipte of the locel confersnces and lpcal misslong
within i%e territory.

b. Special donaticns Zor work within ite territory.

C. A titke of the prefite of Institutions under the control of thig Unicn Jonfer-
Erce,

d. Such percentage of ithe annmiel wrofits of these ingtiftations, after deducting
the tithe, as may oe arranged by Joint counsel of the Bxecutlve Committee of
thig Union Confersrce nrd tho Joarﬂc of Maragenment of the instisuticns.

Section 2. Hrust Yunds, Thig Tmion Conference ghall receive in trust for the

General Conference cf Zoventh-dsy Adveriists funds as follews!

a. Tunds received threvzh icoal corferences and local mieslons from the churches,
Sebhath~schocls, secileties, and individusls for mlssicnary pirposcs.

b, Srecial domatiors to tre Gerersl Conference from any source.
c. A bithe cf tre $ithe of <his Tnion Conference for missions.
d. Such percantage of the titke of confercnces and local nlssicns and of the

profits and peyrolls of irstitubliors ms may be arranzed by the Hxecuilve
Committee of this Union Conference in harmony with thre Genoral Confsrerce
volicy for the operation of the Sustentation Tund for the suppcrt of such

aeod and inflrm workers and for such dependent wi dows ard orviang of workers

~

28 way oe votzd By the dxecutlive lommiitee of this Undor Tonfercace.

8ectiorn 3, The Dxceubive Commitiee, through its Ieval sgercy, vhe Briftish
Advent Mlsglons Limited, ¢halll have powsr teo make such annuity contracts as 1t may
deer Gesgirable, mad all monicg chisired thereby shall Te invested ir rezdily con-
vertible securitiss, and nct Be made avallshble for arprorristion until the arruity
ceniracts have matured.




ARTICIE 12, — Auditors

Ht ach regular session this Union Confererce shall glect such auditors as mny
ne regulred whose duty 1t shall be:
a. Do exenine at least anmually the accounts and vouchers of thiz Union Conferencs
end to report upon same to the Executive Committee.
D. To examine the accounts ard veouchers of each and all of the local conferences

end misglione and inmetitutiors under the jurisdictien of this Unior Conference,
at such times as the Executive Committes or the president may dircet, and to
repert to the Bxecoutive Committee of thig Union Conference cr the Executbilve
Committee of the local conference or the managing beards of tae resrective
todies concerned.

ARTICZE 19, ~ Trugtees

[

Section 1. The Britishk Advent Missions Limited, a corroratior formed and con—
trolled by this Union Conference, shall be the regulsr $rustee Tor this Unicn Cenfer—
ence to acquire, hold, mansge, dispvose of cor deal with real =nd perscenal precerty for
end on Behslf of or for the use bensefit or vurpsses of thig Unien Conference but sub-
Ject to any specific trusts relating tc such property and generally te conform with

ach Girectlong, if any, 2¢ are from $ime to fime given 4o it by or on behalf of thilg
Union Conference.

Section 2, The Irish Good Health Asgociatlon Limited, = corperation formed
1nd controlled by thig Union Conference to represent and conduct a2ll legal matiers
sprervaining to our dercmirational work in Eilre, shall be the regular tructes for
tnie Unlon Corference to acguire, hold, menage, disvecse of or deal with real and
sergonal proverity for and on behalf of cr for the use tenefit cr purposes of this
Union Conference in Zire, Ttut subject to any specific trusts relating to auch property
and gensrslly to conferm with sueh directions, if any, as are from time to Time given
to it by or on behalf of this Unlon Conference.
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ARTICIE 20, - Amendmenta

This Constitution may be amended Yy =& resolution of this Uniern Confsrerce in
session passed by a majorlty of not legg than twe-thirds of the delegates who vote.
Ko amendment shall be moved except with the consent of the Executbive Comnittes unless
notice thersof shall be given fo ithe secretary not later thar two calendar nonthe

efore the date of holding the gessior and the notice cenvaenirg the seeslon ghnll set
out sry intended amendment.




